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il do not fear Satan half so much as | fear those who fear him. 0
St. Teresa of Avila (Spanish Nun, Mystic and Writer, 1515-1582)

Among the people who believe in a God, there are also those who believe in the existence of a personified
being of evil i i.e. a devil. In Christianity, this situation is certainly true; and from my experience in the church, | find
that folks are quite varied in regards to their beliefs on whether or not there is a Satan guiding the movement of evil in
the world. Those beliefs run the entire spectrum from there being no devil to there being a very powerful entity
guiding evil s every move throughout the entire creat.i

Personally, my belief is found somewhere in betweer

Whether you spend much time thinking about Evil and the Entity associated with it or not, Satan is a creature
to be reckoned with i if only because there are a significant number of folk who are strongly impassioned by their
understanding of who Satan is. Ttaelislaaveryhpoweopbée wr
everymoveé 0 end of the spectrum. For such peopl e, Satan c¢
attack in order to advance the cause of evil. They are the folks (both Christian and those of other faiths who
recognize such an entity as Satan) that believe theirs is the call to battle evil and engage it wherever it raises its ugly
head.

To a certain extent we all may feel this way; we see a wrong and we want to right it. There is nothing wrong
with that, and in fact there are plenty of scriptural examples that would support this sense of call. But the extreme of
this approach is for someone to take on the task of fighting Satan as if it was their sole responsibility. We find that
this attitude can bring about horrible acts of religious fanaticism involving persecution, murder, terrorism i all in the
name of God. (Yes, this happens in Christianity just as it does in other religions.) The ironic upshot of this fanatical
attitude and approach is that these extreme views and actions actually strengthen the cause of the very evil they
seek to defeat.

| want to state for the record that | believe we are called to fight evil whenever and wherever we encounter it.
However, I dondét believe our task of Iifthagwetare to puntét dawh and s
attack it. | believe that God has a plan for attacking the spread of evil which may OR may not include our
participation. I believe that by our holding fast to
good news of Jesus Christ, AND to make disciples of all who respond to that good news, we do more for God and
againstSat an than we could ever do by our own action. Th
have at their heart a destructive/negative force in which evil naturally thrives.

God has called us to serve more in a constructive/positive manner. By following the commandments of God
through Jesus of Nazareth, we provide a place of rest for those who are the victims in this spiritual war. We bind up
the wounds of those who have been injured in this war. And we teach those who seek to serve God just what it
means to fight as a servant of God by turning the other cheek, loving our enemies, and walking an extra mile for
anot her . We know that such practices are not passive
each and every one of us into a tool/a weapon that God then may wield with the greatest efficacy.

We are flawed human beings, and as such, we have these fragile egos that do not let us remain content in
the service to which God calls us. Either we think too poorly of ourselves to step up and perform the roles God
requires of us, OR we think too highlyof our sel ves to want to take up such
Yet the hope is that, somewhere there in the middle of the two extremes, we are able to love one another so that evil
finds no place to thrive and no person through whom to spread.

May God bless us with the strength of faith to walk between fear and bravado as we perform those tasks that
God has assigned us to undertake in this struggle. And

as al waysé
Peace,

Jay
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You are encouraged
and invited to read
and reflect on these
scripture passages
as a part of your
preparation for each
worship service.

Lectionary Readings
for February

February 2012
Revised Common Lectionary
for Sundays and Festivals

5th Sunday after Epiphany & February 5
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Isaiah 40:211 31

Psalm 147:11 11, 20c

1 Corinthians 9:167 23

Mark 1:2971 39

6th Sunday after Epiphany & February 12
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time

2 Kings 5:11 14

Psalm 30

1 Corinthians 9:241 27

Mark 1:4071 45

Transfiguration of the Lord & February 19
2 Kings 2:11 12
Psalm 50:17 6
2 Corinthians 4:31 6
Mark 9:21 9
Ash Wednesday o February 22
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58:1-12
Psalm 51:1-17
2 Corinthians 5:20b06 6:10
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

1st Sunday in Lent & February 26
Genesis 9:8i 17
Psalm 25:17 10
1 Peter 3:18i 22
Mark 1:91 15

SCRE

PASTORG6S DI

FUND (PDF)

During this season, consider all the blessings
have received and con
Discretionary Fund (PDF) to enable this churc
help our own congregation and those outside
congregation in a more discrete and tim
manner. But please, before you do, make sure
have given to the general operating fund so

Sunday Morning Fellowship
For Adults

Join us in any of the Sunday morning

fellowship opportunities we have for adults,
most starting at 9:45 a.m.

#1 Jet -Setters meet beneath the Good
Shepherd window in the Assembly
Room.

#2 Sharing & Caring meets on the
2nd floor in room #4 overlooking 7th
Street.

#3 Seekers meet in the Fellowship
Hall just off the kitchen.

#4 Holy Grounds  meet at 10:00 a.m.
in the Zaring Law Office, corner of 6th
& Main Streets.
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Please make the following update to your directory:

How up to date is your church directory?

Emai |
dlfec‘f"’fy have access to the internet? Give Donna a call (633

Jay & Amelia Lafferty White
535 Huger Street
Charleston, SC 29403

Updated directories are available
Donna at lpchurch
-2693) and shedl

S |

h to

our

ely

yol

that
the church is able to meet its monthly obligations.
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Ark Fund Update
OUR GOAL & $5,000.00 RAISED TO DATE 8 $100.00

We at First Presbyterian Church have made a commitment to try to fill an ark from Heifer International
and help bring an end to world hunger through unimaginable blessings. Today, millions of people who
were once hungry will be nourished by milk, eggs and fresh vegetables. Families who for generations knew
only poverty will be building new homes and starting businesses. Children who once headed out to the
fields to do backbreaking work will be heading into schoolrooms to learn to read. And people who never
thought they'd be in a position to help someone else will be experiencing the joy of charitable giving.

Have you wondered where these animals come from that are given to people all over the world? Here are
the locations for Heifer International in the United States.
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Heifer Vilage ()i Located on Hei ferds campus in downt ov
is a unique museum-like experience that features over 80 inspiring interactive exhibits.
Heifer Learning Center at Heifer Ranch (1) 7 Located in rural Perryville, Arkansas, Heifer
Ranch is Heiferds ol dest and | argest |l earning ce

challenge course, conference center, gardens, and animals including water buffalo, camels, goats, pigs and
more.

Heifer Learning Center at Overlook Farm (2) 7 Located approximately one hour outside of
Boston in Rutland, Massachusetts, Overlook Farm features a Heifer Global Village, gardens, and animals
including water buffalo, camels, goats, pigs and more. Programs range from two and a half hours up to five

nights.

Shepher dos (3)ientralylgcated just 1.5 hours from Washington, DC, west of Baltimore
and south of Harri sbur g, Pennsyl vani a, Shepher d?o:s

Sponsor.

Howell Nature Center (4) - Located just 40 minutes southeast of Lansing, Michigan, Howell
Nature Center is Heiferds first Heifer Global Vill

So far the AArk Fundo has $100. You can help
anniversary, honor roll, etc. with a monetary gi ff
for the fund are tax deductible. Make your check payable to First Presbyterian Church with ARK FUND
noted on the memo line. Cards are available in the office. For more information contact Joyce Dotson,

Libby Pollett or Mike McCardwell.



You are invited to a Valentines Breakfast
Sunday, February 12
Time: 9:0010:30 a.m.
Hosted by: Your Secret Admirers

Valentines
Breakfast

HOLY GROUNDS CLASS

Submitted by Paul Schmidt

The Holy Grounds class resumed meeting on Sunday, January 22, 10:00 a.m. at the Zaring Law Office,
corner of 6th & Main. It is for any age person, coupled or not. We will study some passage of scripture
each week by a method of group meditation several of us have enjoyed in the past. It will be explained
at the class, but if you want to see the format ahead of time, just e-mail me at
drpaulfschmidt@gmail.com and I'll send it to you. The purpose of this method is for each of us to get a
personalized word from God through the scripture and the discussion.

You may want to have your own Bible there. We will decide Sunday morning what part of the Bible we
will start studying. Because one week's Scripture and insights do not depend upon those of previous
weeks, no one has to attend regularly. Anyone can pop in at any time and be as ready for the class as
the next person. No teacher is required, and we will all help keep the discussion moving.

Some coffee will be provided, but feel free to bring your own as well. We hope to see you there. And
feel free to bring a friend anytime!

Interested in  receiving The First  Word
Good Grief meets every Sunday after | electronically? Email mjlw22@shelbybb.net and
worship for lunch at receive the latest issue formatted to be read with

WendyoO0s Rest aulfaaddetAcrobat. The First Word is also posted to
Everyone is welcome to join us for lunch!|t he churchds website at:
www.presbyterian - church.com




DONOT LET THE BED BUGS
A COMMUNITY INFORMATION & DISCUSSION TIME

Ever since we were little, we've all heard our parents or grandparents

use the phrase "don't let the bed bugs bite!" Little did we know
how very true that expression could become. The phrase "don't let
the bed bugs bite" IS not just something cute to tell our children,

but in fact it is becoming more and more serious.
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Join us on
Thursday, February 9
6:00 -7:30 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church
Corner of 7th & Washington Streets
Shelbyville, Kentucky

A Potluck Soup Dinner, hosted by A Place to Sleep*, will be followed by a
presentation from the Shelby County Health Department regarding bed
bugs in the community and other topics of interest. This event is open to
the community, and everyone is encouraged to attend. Bring a salad or
dessert i f you can, but donot | et t hat S 1

*A Place to Sleep is a ministry of First Presbyterian Church that provides beds and
bedding for children in Shelby County.

For more information, contact Lynn Whittaker, (502) 321 -7116.




Outreach
Ministr

m LOVE

| SERVE ONE |

ANOTHER
[IN LOVE.

SUNDAY
February 12

Please make your check payable to the
church and mark it accordingly.

% 'ttE“ The mitten tree
& VY EMe8 was a huge succes

7

GALATIANS 5:13, NIV

Look for the baskets to place your donations of
non-perishable food items, old towels, food for the
backpack program, and bedding.

E@' " this year. It will

T remain up until
the cold weather

disappears since we all know that
children lose their gloves all the time.

Teachers are welco
tree whenever you see a need in you
school. If anyone has a neighbor child
that needs gloves or a hat, just take it.
Even though this has been an unusually,
warm winter, there are days that are
very cold.

Godos
11:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon and are usually out of there byaT'o
later than 12:30 p.m. The desserts you all provide

always a big hit!

Our turns serving |

next
Thursdays, February 9 & 16. We can always use mofe
hands. Consider helping out one Thursday and show up at

Kitchen around 10:

e

SUPER FAN
Canned Food

Drive

The SUPER FANS honor for this year belongs to the U of L
Cardinal fans.
most can foods for our pantry. They were followed by the
UK fans, and trailing was the Neutral Zone.
everyone, and as always, the real winners are the ones who
benefit from your generosity.

They showed their pride by bringing in the

Thank you
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A PLACE TO SLEEP
65 Children Helped
(so far)
THANKS BE
TO GOD!

PAYR S A Nt
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The Drama Department at Collins High School is looking
for paint--house paint or acrylic paint--for their set. If
you have leftover paint that may never get used, the
would be happy to put it to good use. Take it to Collins
High School.

undc



Christmas Baskets
Submitted by Susie Phillips, Outreach Ministry

Just ask and this congregation responds. Again this year 52 families were treated to a huge basket of
food bought with donations from you. Those who came to pick up their basket were greeted by love and
smiles from some very special volunteers who helped them shop from our food pantry and donations from
the Boy Scouts. Next they were allowed to shop for toys with Ann Kalmey who had set up two tables of your
game and toy donations. Not finished yet, the mitten tree loaded with hats, gloves, and scarves awaited the
families. We even had shoes, shirts, and pants available for those who needed them.

We thank all of you who came to assemble the baskets, deliver the baskets, donated money, games, toys,
gloves, and were there on Saturday, December 17 to do whatever was needed. You are the best!! Thank
you, thank you, and thank you.

The Jessica
toy Carter and
tables Maree
were Collins
over- assist
flowing folks in
selecting
extra food.

Addy Pippin

(above) and

Many hands make lite work. Cecilia Jones

(below) help

stock the
istore.o Nolin Thomas helps keep the

istored neat.

Geo Cook organizes canned
vegetables. Hope Kremer was one of the many
adults who came to help.



